Partnerships with the private sector has emerged as a new avenue of reforms, in part due to resource constraints in the public sector of governments across the world. PPPs seek to complement rather than substitute for public health services. Partnerships in the health sector can be for various purposes. Many of such partnerships have positively contributed to health outcomes in the past; developing technologies for tropical diseases, surveillance and screening strategies, etc. Further research on effectiveness of PPP's is needed before substantial resources are invested in the expansion of PPP efforts.
INTRODUCTION
Public Private Partnership (PPP) has become a common approach to health care problems worldwide. Many PPP were created during the late1990s, but most of them were focused on specific diseases such as HIV/AIDS, and malaria. Due to the well-documented deficiencies of public sector health systems, the poor in INDIA are forced to seek services from private sector, under immense economic duress 1 . Partnership with the private sector has emerged as a new avenue of reforms, in the past resulting from resource constraints for the public sector by various Governments across the world.
India has one of the highest levels of private-out of pocket financing to the tune of 87% in the world. Such mode of financing imposes debilitating effects on the poor. Hospitalization or Chronic illness often leads to liquidation of assets, or indebtedness. It is estimated that >40% of hospitalized people borrow money or sell assets to cover expenses and 35% of hospitalized Indians fall below the poverty line in one year. The inequalities in the health system are further aggravated by the fact that public spending on health has remained stagnant at around 1% of GDP (0.9%), against the global average of 5.5%. Even the public subsidy on health does not benefit the poor. The poorest 20% of population benefit only 10% of the public (State) subsidy on health care, while richest quintile (20%) benefit to the tune of 34% of the subsidies 2 .
On the other hand, the private health sector in India has grown remarkably. At independence, the private sector in India had only 8% of health care facilities (World Bank, 2004 ) but now it is estimated that 93% of all hospitals, 64% of beds, 80-85% of doctors, 80% of outpatients and 57% of inpatients are in the private sector 2 , 3 . Hence the possibility of a PPP in the health sector can be explored to meet the growing health care needs of the population; So that, PPP would improve equity, efficiency, accountability, quality and accessibility of entire health system. The public private partnership has been defined by different organization as follows: "Means to bring together a set of actors for the 1.
common goal of improving the health of the population based on the mutually agreeable roles and principles, (WHO 1999)"2.
"A form of agreement that entails reciprocal 2.
obligations and mutual accountability, voluntary or contractual relationships, the sharing of investment and operational risks, and joint responsibility for design and execution.2
A partnership means that both parties have agreed 3.
to work together in implementing a programme and that each party has a clear role and say in how that implementation happens ( Balgescu and Young, 2005)"2.
PPP is a variation of privatization in which 4.
elements of a service previously run solely by the public sector or provided through a partnership between the government and one or more private sector companies (En.wikepedia.org/wiki/Public_private_partnership 4). Unlike a full private scheme, in which the new venture is expected to function like any other private business, the government continues to participate in some way. These schemes are referred to as PPP.
Most commonly used definition in the health arena 5.
is that proposed by Kent Buse and Gill Walt (London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine)5 A collaborative relationship, which transcends national boundaries and brings together at least three parties, among them a corporation (and/ or industry association), and an inter government organization, so as to achieve a shared health-creating goal on the basis of a mutually agreed division of labour.
HISTORY OF HEALTH RELATED PPP
PPP's at an individual project level are not new. Merck's 1987 donation of "Mectizan" backed up by public and Philanthropic sector provision of the necessary infrastructure to utilize this drug effectively for onchoceriasis control is a shining example of what can be achieved through PPP 6 . During the 1980s, political and economic disruptions in many areas of the world led to a reassessment of the basis of the reliance on the public sector for health care. Both national Governments and Global Economic organizations began to shift to an increasing reliance on the private sector for improvement in health and welfare systems 7 . 
THE NEED FOR PARTNERSHIP WHY THE SHIFT TOWARDS PPP'S?
It is the result of increased global integration due to 5 :
Globalization, Epidemiological and Demographic Transition.
WTO, Patents, TRIPS and other related developments.
To harness the potentiality of I.T in future management of health care
To address the digital divide Reaching out to the unreached.
Global epidemic management in view of the current incidence of SARS & Dengue.
Prioritization areas of potential donor support in health care.
WHAT DO PPP'S ACTUALLY CONTRIBUTE?
PPP's bring outside resources to bear on areas of local need. PPP contribute by 8 Ensuring sustainability of programs by enhancing the skills and capacities of local organizations, and by increasing the public's access to unique expertise and core competencies of the private sector.
Facilitating scale up proven, cost-effective interventions through private sector networks and associations.
Expanding the reach of interventions by accessing target populations in their milieu (through workplace programs) and
Sharing program costs and promoting synergy in programs. Additional partners contribute in kind -contributions that otherwise would be beyond the reach of implementers. In certain cases, the NGOs seek support from corporate partners at National and International level. The World Heart Federation has entered into collaboration with the corporate sector for supporting global programs.
TYPE OF PPP'S
Partnerships in the health sector can be for various purposes. Many of such partnerships have positively contributed to health outcomes in the past; developing technologies for tropical diseases, surveillance and screening strategies, etc 5 .
KEY CONCERNS/ISSUES TO BE ADDRESSED FOR VENTURING INTO PPP

PRE-REQUISITES FOR EVOLVING EFFECTIVE PPP'S
Following issues are needed to be addressed for organization for venturing with PPPs.
Representation/legitimacy: There is a questionable involvement of those who actually need such an endeavor.
Accountability for the outcomes of such partnerships should be clear.
Sector wide policy framework-there is a need to have "public policy towards private sector".
There a need to have explicit, transparent and adequate mechanisms which ensure:
Involvement of all stakeholders in the process Co-ordination across various departments within the govt. &various implementing agencies
